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Abstract

On Jeong Yak-yong’s Maengja youi
and his revaluation of Chu Xi

Chen-feng Tsai

Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University

Because of his thorough revaluation of Chu Xi(1130~1200)
philosophy, Jeong Yak-yong(Tasan, 1762~1836) has long been seen
by modern scholars as an iconic figure of anti-Chuzi or Chi school.
This study argues that Jeong developed a new interpretation of
Confucianism, which preserved insights in Chu Xi’s theory and
avoided endless debates in the academia and partisan conflicts.
Jeong’s Maengja youi, while it was against Chu Xi’s Li and Chi
theory, not only reinterpreted Mencius’ definition of Nature,
mind and goodness but also reconstructed Mencius’ philosophy
of mind. In order to achieve this goal, Joeng replaced ‘thorough
investigation and reverence cultivation’(qiongli zhujing % +4) in
the sense of Chu Xi’s Li and Chi theory with ‘cultivating the mind
by practice’(xingshi zhixinfr4i#&.0). In addition, he praised Chu Xi’s
preface of Zhongyong Zhangju and substituted ‘the mind of man and
the mind of the Way’(renxin daoxin A/0x#E:.(») for ‘manifest and not-

manifest’(yifa weifa C#K%¥) in the book. In conclusion, Jeong tried

hard not to oppose the study of Chu Xi, but to change the prevailed
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understanding of Chu Xi among Joseon Confucians.

Key Words | Mencius, Jeong Yak-yong, Chi Xi, the mind of man and the
mind of the Way, Li and Chi theory
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